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Inspection of immigrants at Manzanillo during the week ended October 12, 1901. 

Manzanillo, Cuba, October 12, 1901. 
Sie : I herewith submit report of alien steerage passengers arriving 
at this port during the week ended October 12, 1901 : October 7, Nor- 
wegian steamship Fane, from Puerto Cabello, with 3 immigrants. 
Eespectfully, E. de Socarras, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, JJ. S. M. R. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

ENGLAND. 

Plague in Liverpool. 
[No. 113.] 

Liverpool, England, October SO, 1901. 

Sir : I beg to confirm cablegram sent to the Department on Saturday, 
the 26th instant, to the following effect : "Am officially advised by Liver- 
pool health officer 2 cases in hospital suggestive of plague." Also one 
sent to-day, October 30, to the following effect : "Two fatal cases plague 
in Liverpool this week and several cases in hospital." 

I inclose copy of official statement this day made to me by Dr. Hope, 
medical officer of Liverpool, in relation to the existence of plague in 
this city. I have had several conferences with Dr. Hope, and also with 
several other representatives of the steamship companies, and I am of 
the opinion that everything possible is being done to prevent the spread 
of the plague. 

Kespectfully, James Boyle, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.j 

Accompanying dispatch Consul Boyle, October SO, 1901 — In re plague at Liverpool. 

Public Health Department, Octobor SO, 1901. 
A joint meeting of representatives of the health committee and the port sanitary and 
hospital committee was held to-day at the municipal offices. 
A report from the medical officer of health was submitted to the following effect : 

MEMORANDUM RE PLAGUE. 

The medical officer begs to report the following circumstances for the information of 
the committee : 

From time to time during the past two years cases of plague and suspected plague 
have arrived in the port, a circumstance which is inevitable in view of the fact that 
Liverpool trades with practically every port in the world, whether plague infected or 
not, and there have from time to time been isolated in the city hospitals persons whose 
illness in some respects simulated plague, or whose conditions or surroundings were 
such as to give reason for suspicion. It will be remembered that plague has recently 
made its appearance in various English ports, and in the case of Glasgow it effected a 
lodgment in the city for some considerable period. Liverpool, therefore, is exposed to 
the importation of plague not only from the sea, but overland. Among more recent 
doubtful cases may be mentioned that of Christopher McC, a young man residing at 

No. Horatio street. He was removed to the workhouse hospital on account of 

illness on September 28. His illness was believed to be due to injury at football, and 
some large glands in the groin ascribed to this were removed. The patient died on 
October 3, and subsequent investigation furnished grounds for believing that this had 
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been a case of plague. Every precautionary measure was adopted, but no other sick- 
ness whatever has so far been traceable to or is connected in any way with this case. 

On October 22 the medical officer reissued to the medical profession of the city the 
circular letter relating to plague which had been sent in September, 1900, calling atten- 
tion to the ordinary symptoms of plague. 

On October 23, 2 children named Edward W., aged 12 years, and David W., 
aged 7, living at Eadcliffe street, were admitted to hospital as suffering from typhus 
fever. The ambulance inspectors found on arriving at the house to remove the 
patients to hospital that one of them, David, was dying, but that another, James, was 
ill. Both of them were removed to hospital. On Friday evening, October 25, doubt 
was raised as to the real nature of the illness of the 2 children in the hospital, and 
the medical officer examined the children with Dr. Balfour Stewart. The suspicious 
character of the illness led to further investigation in the locality whence the patients 
came, when it was ascertained that a young woman named Margaret K., aged 29 years, 
residing at Exmouth street, the house which is in the immediate rear of the W.'s 
house, was ill. 

In the meantime, reference to the mortality re'urns had showed that Mrs. K., 
mother of the young woman, had died at the same address on September 28, and that 
Eosie K., sister of Margaret, had died at the same address on October 3, after a 
brief illness, 1 at least of them having, it is alleged, complained of tenderness under 
the armpits. The deaths in each of these cases were certified to have been due to 
influenza and diseases of the chest. Margaret K. was at once removed to the hos- 
pital, the nature of the illness being indicative of plague. On October 18 the death 
of Mrs. L., at Eadcliffe street, had occurred and had been certified to be due to 
cerebral apoplexy. This woman was associated with the E.'s, and had assisted in 
the washing and laying out of the body of Mrs. K. Into each of these fatal cases no 
further investigation was of course possible. 

The illness of both boys, Edward and James W., unfortunately had a fatal termina- 
tion on October 26 and October 27, respectively. In these cases, such bacteriological 
examination as it was possible to make in the time, tended to confirm the diagnosis of 
plague. The incidents had been duly communicated to the local government board, 
and on Sunday, October 27, Dr. Bulstrode, of the local government board, visited 
Liverpool, and in company with the medical officer examined the localities involved, - 
alse the patients in the hospital. Dr. Bulstrode received such specimens for subsequent 
examination as were necessary for confirmation of the diagnosis. Dr. Manby, of the 
local board, was also in Liverpool at the time, and also visited the hospital. On Octo- 
ber 26, a report of the illness of 2 children named J. was received by telephone. These 
children, Eubina J., aged 9, and William J., aged 7, living at Exmouth street, were, 
with their mother, removed to hospital. The illness in these cases is believed to be the 
same as that from which the others are suffering. The considerable number of persons 
who had been in contact with the sick persons are under observation, some few of them 
being in hospital. The connection between the group of cases is well established, 
members of the J. and K. families being friends, and their children being friends and 
playmates. 

Not the least remarkable circumstance about it is the social respectability of the per- 
sons attacked, some of them, in fact, being employees of leading firms in the millinery 
business, and in the case of the children the parents being in reasonably comfortable 
circumstances. The cases so far are entirely dissociated from the squalor and filth with 
which plague is commonly connected. 

As already stated, inquiry has linked together the whole of this group of cases, showing 
that it had one common origin ; the nature of the origin, however, is not yet determined. 
Possible sources suggest themselves. One is that the girls, Eosie and Margaret K., were 
at Glasgow during the middle of August. Dr. Chalmers, however, in answer to inquiries, 
states that no suspicious sickness whatever has occurred in the street or the locality in 
which they stayed, and it would appear that there is nothing whatever to connect the 
outbreak with Glasgow. The other and more probable source is that police constable 
75A has been a lodger for the last ten month? with the K. family. He has charge of 
the Princes Dock Mortuary, and in the course of his duties handles the clothing and 
the bodies of the persons brought there. A record found in the mortuary book is a very 
suggestive one. It is true that no bodies of persons who have died from infectious 
disease are conveyed there ; but concerning many of the causes of death, it can only be 
said that inquiry is carried far enough to certify natural causes, and no further. The 
police constable in question is now located at the lodge at the Netherfield Eoad Hospital. 

It is impossible to forcast future developments ; in all probability a few further cases 
will be found. The importance of the circumstances from the point of view of its 
effect upon the public health, will be best gauged by comparing it with an equal num- 
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ber of cases of typhus fever, which would, perhaps, equal it in gravity and would 
excite no alarm whatever. 

On the evening of October 25, as soon as suspicions were aroused, the medical officer 
acquainted the chairman of the health and hospitals committees with the circumstance. 

A conference between the chairman and deputy chairman of the health and hospitals 
committees, and the chairman of the s-anitary subcommittee was held at the municipal 
offices on October 26, when the medical officer detailed the steps taken in the matter, 
which extended and amplified the many details of preventative measures taken to sup- 
press epidemic disease. The services of Dr. Balfour Stewart and of Dr. Hanna were 
engaged and the medical officer of health was authorized to make arrangements for 
supplementing the medical work of the port, and to employ additional temporary 
inspectors. 

Intimations were sent to the consuls and to the collector of customs, the secretary of 
the Steamship Owners Association, and the secretary of the Mersey Docks and Harbor 
Board, and others interested, the circumstance that suspicious cases were in hospital 
under observation. 

A subsequent meeting was held on October 27. 

At the present time there are in the city hospital 2 children of the J. family, and 
Margaret K., who may be regarded as suffering from plague; and also a man named 
D., a carter, who was sent into the hospital from Edgware street, yesterday afternoon 
(October 29), this latter case being extremely doubtful. 

A large number of cases have been medically examined, but so far nothing further 
has been brought to light. 

The local government board confirms the suspicion as to plague. 

The medical officer has sought the advice of the board respecting vessels bound for- 
eign during any period of quarantine which might be thought necessary against Liver- 
pool ships, and understands that the board's inspector will visit Liverpool to confer 
with him on the subject. 

The medical officer has had an interview with the American consul and with other 
representatives of the consular bodies, and has arranged in the meantime to supplement 
the board of trade examination of outward-bound vessels in such a manner as will for 
the present meet the requirements of the representatives of the foreign countries. It 
may be necessary, however, to make a very much more extended arrangement in this 
direction. 

E. W. Hope. 

CABLEGRAM. 

Plague in Liverpool and Glasgow. 

Liverpool, England, November 5, 1901. 
Five plague, 2 deaths here. Last isolated October 26. All necessary- 
precautions taken. Becommend await developments. Plague officially 
declared Glasgow. 

Thomas. 
The Surgeon-Geneeal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

GERMANY. 

Reports from Berlin — Plague in various countries. 

Berlin, Germany, October 28, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following information obtained 
from the imperial health office at Berlin : 

Plague. 

Italy. — According to an official communication dated October 12, 
1 fresh case of plague, resulting fatally, has occurred in Naples since 
October 1, in the person of a wandering saleswoman in the vicinity of 
the docks. Of the patients previously reported, 1 died on October 9. 
The total number of plague cases determined by bacteriological exami- 



